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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Horst Noglik et al. 
10/647,905 
August 25, 2003 

POLYMER SYSTEM WITH SWITCHABLE 
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES AND ITS USE IN 
DIRECT EXPOSURE PRINTING PLATES 



TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicants and/or their attorneys and is being submitted so as 
to comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicants nor their attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 



information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 A "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 A, except for copies of U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications which are not required for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 A are not required and, 
therefore, not included herewith. 

NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 
about the content of the information), of each listed patent, publication or other information that 
is not in the English language: 

1. Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1070756 published March 16, 1999 discloses: 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate scumming by a method wherein a 
hydrophilic binder polymer is three-dimensionally crosslinked by utilizing 
interaction between a polyvalent metal ion and a Lewis base part contg. nitrogen, 
oxygen or sulfur existing in the hydrophilic binder polymer and a thin film layer 
of a hydrophilic polymer is provided on the surface of a hydrophilic layer. 

SOLUTION: A heat-sensitive lithographic printing raw plate has a hydrophilic 
layer contg. a microcapsule lipophilic ingredient which is transformed to an image 
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part by heat and a hydrophilic binder polymer and a substrate. In addition, the 
hydrophilic binder polymer is three-dimensionally crosslinked by interaction 
between a polyvalent metal ion and a Lewis base part contg. nitrogen, oxygen or 
sulfur existing in the hydrophilic binder polymer. In addition, a thin film of a 
hydrophilic polymer is provided on the surface of the hydrophilic layer. 
Therefore, substances for cause of stain coming from the outside are suppressed. 
It is possible thereby to obtain a lithographic printing plate with high printability 
and high dimensional accuracy and to obtain a lithographic printing raw plate 
which provides a printed matter with no scumming and with clear image. 



Date: November 20, 2003 

MADSON & METCALF 
Gateway Tower West 
15 West South Temple, Suite 900 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
Telephone: 801/537-1700 



Respectfully submitted, 




£van R. Witt 
Reg. No. 32,512 
Attorney for Applicants 
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